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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [2.15 pm]: I wish to inform the house 
on the progress of the government’s local government reform program.  

Although there has been strong evidence of the need to reform Western Australia’s local government sector, 
including a comprehensive study by the Local Government Advisory Board in 2006, that need was largely 
ignored until the election of the Liberal-National government in September 2008. During the previous eight 
years of a Labor government, there were three amalgamations of six local governments. By contrast, in eight 
months our government has managed to achieve a commitment from nine local governments to conditionally 
merge into three local government entities in 2011. I expect more mergers will be announced over the coming 
months as discussions proceed with another 60 local governments to date, including metropolitan local 
governments that are prepared to consider merging with other local governments. This outcome was secured by a 
voluntary and integrated process with the sector and its communities through a good deal of personal 
engagement.  

Submissions for voluntary reform ended on 30 September. The reform program has now entered the transition 
phase in which current local governments are forming new entities to provide a fresh start for their communities. 
I will have structures and processes in place to provide direct guidance, assistance and support to each group 
committed to a merger in 2011, as well as to groups of local governments that may not wish to merge in 2011 
but would consider a later date. Work is also continuing to determine better regional governance outcomes to 
provide local government with the much-needed human and financial capacity to provide a strategic regional 
focus on the social, environmental and economic challenges and opportunities for their communities. 

In addition to mergers, there have been a number of proposals for boundary adjustments. The merger and 
boundary adjustment proposals will be forwarded to the Local Government Advisory Board to carry out its 
statutory obligations. I am receptive to proposals that will assist the board in its work especially when there is 
unanimous agreement amongst participating local governments for a merger or boundary adjustment to proceed. 

The other main area of reform is reducing the number of elected members to a range of six to nine. In the 
12 months to 30 June 2009, there was agreement to reduce the total number of elected members by 16. In the 
eight months of this reform program, I have commitments from local governments analysed so far for a 
reduction of 107 elected members at the 2011 election.  

Mr Speaker, I recognise there is a good deal of work ahead but so far there has been a very positive response to 
the local government reform agenda. I commend those local governments that have embraced this opportunity. 
 


